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By ARNOLD J: FRIEDMAN .

CLIFTON — A Washington |/
Avenue fire: may have been |
caused by a-faulty: circuit{
breaker that has a long-histo- |

ry-of being:undependable, ac-

cording to Fire Prevention:

Officer  David Meisenberg,
who declined -to name. the

bedroom celhng ‘ They also‘
broke throug b
ol

nodlcally by thro
es back and forth a few times. |
This “cleans” the ‘terminals, |
ridding "them of .eorrosion

below ‘¢aught ﬁre'from overs

heated  electrical = wires:

. Meisenberg identified  the ~
accndenj ‘

cause 'of the. fire
- tal, dijte to a
circuit.

Fire...
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gusky. It’s the department’s
policy’ -because  minutes
count. The time it would take
for the first alarm responders

to get to the scene, determme

that could cause overheatmg
Meisberger said that what
probably happened at the |
Washington Avenue home is:
that the cireuit breaker did |
not stop the flow of electricity |
through ab ormally
stressed e wires |

" overheat, like those in a toast-
_erL Instead»,ﬁﬂ,bumed»«teast ,
; ms resulted, since
the wires were tacked to them
in accordance with the code. |

visually that they need a
second company, call for. it
and wait for it, couldrbeathe: ;

dlfference between Ilfe and
death

- If the second company is
not needed, it’s sent back. If it

There ‘were no. code viola-
tions, either on the wiring or
the automatic switch, but the
switch box has a brand histo-

1y of problems, Melsberger

said. One of them is that they
don’t always prevent fires.
Som'ces later identified the
troublé-prone switch- box as
an old Federal ‘model that

- Was probably mstalled when |

the house was built. }
Four fire engines, an ambu-
lance, a deputy chief’s car

.and a police patrol vehicle re-

sponded to the scene of the |

- fire.

“Anytlme there is a verbal ,

-report of smoke or fire in a

building, our dispatch center:
sends.an additional compa-
ny & sa1d Fire Lt. Ken ‘Sna-
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stays, the-ﬁre is considered
two—alann fire, Snagusky sai




